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INTRODUCTION
-

Legal Aid Services in Nigeria are mostly
provided by the Legal Aid Council of
Nigeria,

Civil

Society

Organizations,

Nigerian Bar Association, and private legal

practitioners/law firms.
-

Unfortunately, the Legal Aid Act LFN 2011
clearly excluded drug related offences from

the mandate of the Legal Aid Council of
Nigeria thereby making awaiting trial
persons

having

drug

unfairly disadvantaged.

related

charges

• The EU-Funded, UNODC- implemented

project mapped out a group of pro-bono
lawyers across all 36 states of the
federation to render these much-needed
legal aid intervention in both criminal
and

fundamental

human

proceedings for drug arrestees.

rights

LEGAL ADVOCACY RESPONSE TO
DRUGS INITIATIVE (LARDI)

LARDI was established in 2018 and
currently has over 133 members
who are the lawyers and legal
practitioners.

Members are spread across all 36
states of the federation including
the Federal Capital Territory.
The group has so far recorded over
269 legal aid interventions in
different states.

Cases handled during the
2020 covid pandemic
Despite the covid pandemic, LARDI Lawyers
remained resolute in their commitments.

Though movements were grossly
restricted, the group was able to
grant a total number of 131 drug
case interventions across 22
states of the country
95 of these cases have been concluded
and 36 still pending before the courts.
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Challenges Encountered by Legal Aid Lawyers
Poor, shoddy and incomplete investigation

1

of cases resulting in the arrest of insignificant and inconsequential
individuals who have no means to pay for the services of Counsel ,
while the Barons and Sponsors are roaming about free.

Onerous bail conditions

2

3

Leading to a difficulty in perfecting bail.

Limited Technical skills required in handling drug related cases

Challenges Encountered by Legal Aid Lawyers

Clustered court dockets

4

and attendant delays of cases.

Overzealous prosecutors turning persecutors.

5

many persecutors want to achieve conviction at all cost to earn a
promotion.

Inconsistency in sentencing.

6

(Different judges give different sentence based on the law and sometimes
their personal disposition. We are glad the EU funded / UNODC
implemented project is working towards achieving a uniformed sentencing
guideline for drug offences in the country).

Challenges Encountered by Legal Aid Lawyers

Incoherence in the stories

7

Some defendants paint untrue stories at first and later tell mixed truth,
leading to the frustration of their cases and lawyers involved.

Demand for financial and other assistance

8

Some indigent drug arrestees seek financial aid when their crime
sponsors abandon them in custody. Upon their release from custody
they also seek financial assistance to go home and start a new life.

Lack of privacy during client interview.

9

Most times clients can't tell lawyers what they want to say because there
is always an officer around. Even when you visit them in correctional
facilities, there is still no privacy to help them open up.

Challenges Encountered by lawyers: NonAvailability of witnesses at Trials
Possible Causes:
In all the situations below, Legal Aid counsel are made to incur
unnecessary expenses where witnesses are not present in court for
the following reasons:

Lack or inadequate
provisions of
resources

Lack of witness
protection
measures or programs.

Fear of reprisal
by accused persons.

to enable witnesses for the
prosecution and defence
attend trials.

Lack of motivation
to encourage official
witnesses to testify.

Challenges Encountered by Legal Aid Lawyers:

Poor handling of
exhibits
This has on many occasions
led to adjournments and
increased cost of legal Aid in
drug cases.

Poor Pretrial
Briefing Before
Trials

Notion of
Presumption of
Innocence not
availing a drug
arrestee much.

Absence of plea
bargain
arrangements.

Challenges Encountered by Legal Aid Lawyers

Slow paced justice administrative system.

10

This is perhaps a general malady in Nigeria.

Delay in trials prompting defendants to change their plea to guilty

11

ie where a defendant is detained for six months before being arraigned and another one
year in prison custody with the case not progressing then he is forced to plead guilty.

Absence of forensic analysis lab

12

So far there’s only one drug testing lab in Lagos State, this causes delay
and a waste of time.

Challenges Encountered by Legal Aid Lawyers

Corruption

13

This is a major problem. Some defendants complain they were unduly
charged to court because they couldn’t pay for their freedom while some
legal aid lawyers complain that briefs are deliberately side-tracked by
prosecutors who have private deals with other counsels.

Shortage of personnel's

15

Relevant agencies like NDLEA are short staffed. In some states you find only one
prosecutor servicing 3 court rooms and handling over 50 case files all alone. This
causes delays in court processes as they come unprepared atimes.

Irregular sitting by some Judges

16

Some jurisdictions suffer a lot of delay because of judges who sit
irregularly. A particular state had no judge attend to their matters for
more than one year due to ill health.

Challenges Encountered by Legal Aid Lawyers

Industrial actions

17

such as the present JUSUN strike that has lasted for over one month etc
causes delay in justice.

Wrong orientation

18

19

about drug users and drug issues has created bias in the minds of some judges, law
makers, prosecutors and the society at large.

Very few lawyers are interested in pro bono
thereby putting more work pressure on the
available few.

Engaging Relevant Stakeholders Through Advocacy Visits
Through the support of the EU-funded,

UNODC-implemented project, the group
has also embarked on several inter-

state advocacy missions to build
partnerships with relevant stakeholders
and community leaders.

Nigerian Drug Law Enforcement Agency and police detention facilities were visited and cases of
suspects that have stayed too long in their facilities were advised to be charged to court and
represented by LARDI
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Conclusion
Despite the numerous challenges highlighted above,
LARDI through the EU funded and UNODC implemented
project has remained resolute in her commitments of

rendering legal aid services and is currently engaging with
relevant stakeholders in the criminal justice system to
advance the promotion of human rights standards and
best practice measures in the country.

The groups hopes to set up a vocation / rehabilitation
center to assist persons released from custody safely re-

integrate into the society.
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