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It’s a New Day!
Welcome to the inaugural issue of LegalResponse, the official newsletter of
the Legal Advocacy Response to Drugs Initiative (LARDI).

LARDI is an association of like-minded lawyers poised to alter the trajectory
We Must Catch Them Young

of Nigeria’s legal aid services landscape. Our National Coordinator has

I Used to See Drug Users as
Immoral

eloquently captured the raison d’etre of this noble association of pro bono
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lawyers in her introductory piece. Also, the story of how the group was
birthed is both humbling and inspiring. It’s a must read!

Our cover story encapsulates the four-day retreat held at Abuja for LARDI
Disclaimer
The content of this publication
can in no way reflect the views
or policies of the European
Union or UNODC and neither
do they imply the expression of
any opinion on the part of the
European Union or UNODC.

members. Anchored by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) and its indefatigable team ably led by the Project Coordinator of
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“Response to Drugs and Related Organized Crime in Nigeria,” Mr. Glen
Prichard, the retreat included a workshop and meeting of the lawyers.
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The retreat was supported by the European Union (EU).

Introducing LARDI
Mr. Rupert Irikefe writes on the seeming reluctance of the Federal
EU, UNODC Partner Pro Bono
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Government to adopt the very popular “Harm Reduction” strategy as a
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government to key into this scheme which has caught the attention of
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sustainable means of combating the drug menace. He encourages the

many experts and governments involved in the drug control race.

There is no gainsaying that the retreat was a game-changer of sorts for
many lawyers. Virtually all the LARDI members came to Abuja with
missed feelings on ‘why they should be asked to defend drug addicts and
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barons.’ They all left Abuja singing a different tune, namely that the legal
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hapless victims of the ravaging drug menace across West Africa, victims

aid project is basically targeted at indigent drug users who are essentially

who need help to once again become useful members of the society. Our
members, Dr. Sussan Agu and Funmilayo Bamigboye write on their
Eureka!
experiences post-retreat. Their stories are quite inspiring and thoughtprovoking.

This project is a collaboration between the EU, UNODC and the Federal
Government. It is a call to duty in giving some of our compatriots another
chance at life and living. This newsletter will be a key part of our journey
especially as it concerns advocacy for policy and law reforms. It promises
to be an interesting ride. Please join us.

Sincerely
Emeka Nwadioke
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LARDI: HOW THE JOURNEY BEGAN
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Chinelo Uchendu, Esq.

The journey of the Legal Advocacy Response to Drugs Initiative (LARDI)
Nigeria began in April 2018 upon an invitation extended to Ms. Chinelo
Uchendu by Mr. Glen Prichard, the Project Coordinator of “Response to
Drugs and Related Organized Crime in Nigeria,” a project funded by the
European Union and implemented by the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC).

At the meeting, Mr. Prichard observed with great concern that Nigeria’s
Legal Aid Act of 2011 excluded drug offenders from the list of persons
entitled to legal aid.

This scenario was exacerbated by the National Legal Aid Strategy (20172022) which is silent on the provision of legal aid for drug arrestees despite
significant advocacy on the issue.

Given these worrisome circumstances, the Project Coordinator proposed a
mapping out of lawyers who will be willing and available to provide pro bono
legal aid services for drug arrestees in Nigeria.

The objectives were to:
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Establish an advocacy group which can support the project and canvass
access to legal aid for drug arrestees;
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Map lawyers who are willing and available to provide pro bono legal aid
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services for drug arrestees in Nigeria;
Provide details on the available lawyers to the Nigerian Prisons and
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NDLEA commands and encourage them to contact these lawyers, and
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related issues to enable them better grasp the peculiar dynamics in the
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Provide the lawyers with requisite training and skills on drug use and

drug control tussle.
Ms. Chinelo immediately keyed into the vision for the project and
promised to assist in mapping out the pro bono lawyers. She set out to
work and continued to grow the list from the initial 26 to 40 and then 60.
Till date, the list continues to grow, even as the enthusiasm among
members of the network is infectious.
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The first set of 60 volunteers are drawn from several parts of the country,
including Abuja (FCT), Lagos, Abakaliki, Akure, Warri, Anambra, Bauchi,
Calabar, Damaturu, Enugu, Gombe, Ibadan, Jos, Kano, Lokoja, Maiduguri,
Osogbo, Owerri, Port Harcourt, Aba, and Akwa Ibom.

On 2nd September, 2018, the lawyers converged in Abuja for a 3-day
sensitization training on ‘Drug Use, Drug Dependency and Drug
Prevention, Treatment and Care’ organized by UNODC with the support of
the European Union.The training was designed to enable the lawyers to
have a good grasp of the issues associated with drug use, drug abuse,
treatment and care.

On the 6th of September, 2018 the lawyers had their first meeting as a
group. This led to the birth of the network now known as Legal Advocacy
Response to Drugs Initiative (LARDI).

It is noteworthy that the views of most of the lawyers changed for the
better after the training, as they became convinced of the need for drug
users to be treated as persons in need of care and support rather than
criminalization and punishment.

The “Response to Drugs and Related Organized Crime in Nigeria” project
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commenced in 2013. It is aimed to promote a balanced approach to drug
control, with equal emphasis being given to drug supply reduction (law
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enforcement responses) and drug demand reduction (drug sensitization,
treatment, prevention and care). One of the outcomes sought by the
project is to improve access to legal aid for drug arrestees, a void which
LARDI is now positioned to fill.
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Vision for LARDI
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drug arrestees, their rehabilitation and re-integration as well as advocacy
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The overall vision for the network is the provision of legal aid services to

on drugs and drug related issues
By ‘legal aid’ we mean safeguarding drug users - especially indigent
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ones - from victimization, bearing in mind that lending a helping hand to
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rewarding experiences in the life of a lawyer.

vulnerable groups such as drug users can be one of the most

By ‘rehabilitation/re-integration’ we mean helping drug users and
victims access approved treatment facilities and treatment options that
could help them exit their addiction and eventually become reintegrated with their families and the society.
By ‘advocacy’ we mean strategizing to influence changes in policy,
legal and institutional frameworks relating to drug control, with a view to
reduce the stigma associated with drug use, and assist Drug users to
access treatment in a humane setting and become reintegrated into the
society, contributing their quota towards human development.
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The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has initiated a
partnership with Nigeria’s pro bono lawyers to offer legal aid services to
drug arrestees. The initiative got off the ground early September in Abuja
following a 3 day sensitization programme anchored by the UNODC to
acquaint the lawyers with the nuances of the drug control debacle and 1
day meeting of the pro bono lawyers.

The initiative became imperative when it was realized that most of the
indigent drug arrestees were languishing in detention without any hope of
legal representation. Nigeria’s Legal Aid Act 2011 as well as the National
Legal Aid Strategy (2017-2022) do not accord coverage to drug arrestees,
thereby exposing them to prolonged detention in overcrowded prisons and
often without access to court for long periods.

Worried by this state of affairs, UNODC is implementing a large-scale
project titled “Response to Drugs and Related Organized Crime in Nigeria.”
The programme is aimed at supporting Nigeria’s efforts in fighting drug
production, trafficking and use, and in curbing related organized crime.
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Funded by the European Union (EU), the initiative proposes a balanced
approach to drug control, with equal attention paid to drug interdiction and
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drug demand reduction, including drug prevention, treatment and care
(DPTC).
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According to Mr. Glen Prichard, UNODC’s Project Coordinator for the

From The Desk Of National
Coordinator

are to support evidence-based policy formulation and improve legislation
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tackling of organised drug-related crimes, and to enhance drug prevention,

programme, the objectives of the intervention which commenced in 2013

and coordination; improve law enforcement capacity in drug control and

treatment and care services.
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The desired outcomes of the programme, held in collaborationwith the EU
and Federal Government to galvanize Nigerian lawyers towards tackling
the legal hiccups that bedevil drug use, include improving the information
and evidence on drug use, drug crime and impact and using same for
policy and programming; enhancing technical and operational capacity in
front-line agencies, leading to targeted interventions on drugs/organized
crime and improvement in internal scrutiny processes, and improving the
capacity to manage drug treatment/rehabilitation and prevention through
the creation of a network of quality drug treatment service providers.

Aside from Prichard, other facilitators at the four-day workshop/meeting
were Dr. Ebiti William, Dr. Ngozi Madubuike (NDLEA), Mr. Ameh Inalegwu
(NDLEA), Mrs. Vivian Orji (Federal Ministry of Health, FMOH),
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Dr. Oluwatosin Ajibola (FMOH), Mr. Shiyin Wu (UNODC), Hon. Praise
Mweseter (CHARIS, Jos), Okonoda Kingsley Mayowa, (NETWEALTH,
Jos) and Ms. Chinelo Uchendu, who was unanimously elected as the
pioneer National Coordinator of the newly established Legal Advocacy
Response to Drugs Initiative (LARDI).

LARDI is a network of pro bono lawyers to be deployed to provide free
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legal services to drug arrestees.
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Among the topics covered during the workshop attended by about 60 pro
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‘Understanding the concept of supply reduction,’ ‘Understanding the
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bono lawyers are ‘Overview of drug situation and responses in Nigeria,’

concept of drug demand and harm reduction,’ and ‘Drug and effects and
understanding drug dependency.’

Others are ‘Causes of drug use and associated stigma of drug users,’
‘Types of drug treatment,’ ‘Special populations of drug users,’
‘Understanding advocacy and steps to achieve success,’ and ‘Human
rights and drug users.’

Some films relating to drug trafficking and drug use were screened by the
organisers while the highly interactive forum also witnessed question-andanswer sessions as well as activities.

The inaugural meeting of the network, which was anchored by Prichard
with assistance from Wu, held on the last day of the programme with the
election of officers to pilot the affairs of the association.

Aside from the photo sessions which were also a part of the event, most of
the lawyers were of the view that the workshop was a major eye-opener
that has fundamentally altered their perceptions on the plight of Nigeria’s
drug users and the challenges they face in the hand of law enforcement
agencies.

The UNODC (2015) report estimates that drug-related income for
trafficking ranges between US$ 426 billion and 652 billion (2014). Though
Nigeria lacks reliable and comprehensive data on the prevalence of drug
use, substances used and the number of people with drug disorders, the
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country is piloting a National Epidemiological Network on Drug Use
(NENDU, 2015) survey in 11 treatment centres under the “Response to
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Drugs and Related Organized Crime in Nigeria” programme. This provides
drug treatment data for Nigeria. Between January and December 2015,
1044 patients entered for treatment in Nigeria in the 11 treatment centres
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that are currently part of the NENDU reporting system. The drug declared
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(36.2%), followed by opiates (28.3%) and alcohol (17.1%).
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Among the different substances declared as "others", 79% are
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the most frequently used by the patients entering treatment are cannabis

cigarettes/tobacco. The opiates concerned by the entry into treatment are
mainly prescription medicines: tramadol (71% of opiates as the most
frequently used substance and specified), codeine (15.1%) and
pentazocine (9.9%).
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Dear Friends,

I am pleased to introduce to you our association, the Legal Advocacy
Response to Drugs Initiative (LARDI).

Our group, LARDI was inaugurated on 6th September, 2018 in Abuja,
Nigeria. It is a network of lawyers from all parts of Nigeria committed to
improving access to legal aid for drug arrestees. We also plan to advocate
for the rights of drug users to proper treatment and rehabilitation. The
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) through its “Response
to Drugs and Related Organised Crime in Nigeria” (funded by the
European Union) greatly supported and indeed midwifed the establishment
of this network by assisting in mapping out a select group of pro bono
lawyers willing and available to provide legal aid services to indigent drug
arrestees.

In fostering this initiative, the UNODC (in collaboration with the Federal
Government of Nigeria and the European Union) organized a 3-day
sensitization training on ‘Drug Use, Drug Dependency, and Drug
Prevention, Treatment and Care.
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We thank especially the UNODC and the EU for their support and
encouragement. Instructively, the feedback has been very impressive. The
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views of virtually all the lawyers have changed for the better. They have
shrugged off the age-old stigma against drug users and are now convinced
of the need to treat them as vulnerable persons in need of care, treatment
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and support rather than criminalization.
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With God on our side, we are poised to make a success of this noble project
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and ensure its sustainability.

Thank you very much.
Chinelo
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Nigeria and The Harm Reduction Question
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Increasingly, more countries in the world are changing their approach to
fighting illicit drugs with harsh and punitive drug laws to the Harm
Reduction strategy. Can Nigeria’s perceived resistance to the strategy be
broken?

The shift in approach is mainly rooted in the reality that the world is not
winning the war on drugs despite the ferocity of the war and the huge
costs in human lives, human right violations, endless circle of violence and
the dangers such wars pose to the stability of governments as well as law
and order.

For example, Malaysia had only 711 registered new drug addicts in 1970,
but the figure rose to 14,624 in 1983, the year Malaysia declared “war” on
drugs. By 2004, the number of new drug addicts had risen to 38,568.
Between 2007 and 2013, the number steadied at about 17,500. Within the
same period, the number of drug related arrests also stabilized at 44,000
per year.

Treating drug users as criminals deterred addicts from seeking early
treatment for their addictions. It was discovered that most drug addicts
brought for treatment by coercion through the criminal justice system
relapsed within a short time after their release from drug treatment.
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Additionally, some countries discovered that the fear that drug use led to
drug addiction was not supported by evidence. Drug addiction was found
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to be a symptom of socio-psychological problems and a result of
adaptation to the environment among other factors. The UNODC in 2010
reported that of the estimated 16 to 39 million users worldwide, only 10 to
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13 percent of them are addicts. Similarly, Dr. Carl Hart of Columbia
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cocaine users would eventually become addict.
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In the 1970s, there were more heroin addicts in the US Army stationed in
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University observed that no more than 20% (or 3% on average) of crack

Vietnam than all the heroin addicts back home in the United States. There
was the fear then that the US would face a crippling drug addiction
problem when the US servicemen finally returned home. Interestingly,
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upon returning home, 95% of these US servicemen quit their addiction
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exposed to the same kind of environment and social interaction that

within a year of returning home, principally because they were no longer

existed in Vietnam.

In Nigeria, where mere possession of illicit drugs attracts severe
punishment and a huge population of our youths are nonetheless hooked
on illicit drugs, it is suggested that we adopt Portugal’s drug
decriminalisation policy which lowered drug use by youths aged 15-24
years old by as much as 10-30% between 2001 and 2007 and drug related
deaths by about 75% during the same period. Nigeria can also adopt the
strategy deployed by Australia, Denmark, Canada, Switzerland and some
parts of India which provide safe havens or drug clinics where addicts can
receive clean drugs for free and be intoxicated under supervised
conditions.

Whatever strategy Nigeria eventually adopts, it must resolve to move away
from punishment and criminalisation of drug users to the harm reduction
strategy.

Irikefe is a Partner in the Law Firm of Emakpor, Irikefe & Partners. He
is based in Warri, Delta State.
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‘We Must Catch Them Young’
Impact story from a participant at the DPTC training
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I was so excited to receive an invitation from United Nations Office on Drugs
& Crime (UNODC) to attend three days training on Sensitization on Drugs
Prevention Treatment and Care (DPTC) which commenced on 3rd to 5th
September 2018.

The training was an eye-opener for me, as I learnt that drug dependence is a
chronic relapsing medical condition and not a moral issue. People struggling
with drug use should not be stigmatized but rather helped before it is too late.
I was also equipped with various treatment options, harm reduction methods
for a drug user, and how to prevent relapses.

I wish I had been equipped with this knowledge much earlier; perhaps we
would have been able to save Daini, a precocious young boy who died from
complications arising from alcohol and drug addiction.

The training prompted me to be proactive. This made me to commence
sensitization almost immediately after the workshop. On 9th September,
2018 I encouraged some teenagers in my church to watch the film, “Just
Punishment.” This was one of the numerous films shown at the training and it
was one of the most touching films I have seen. It is said that ‘prevention is
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better than cure.’ I felt that if these youth can be given proper orientation and
guidance, they will flee drug abuse and therefore not suffer the same fate as
Daini.

All the teenagers that watched the film that morning felt the impact. While
many made comments, others posed questions, seeking clarifications. I
ended the session by assuring them that counseling and referral services are
available, adding that there are now designated centres for treatment of drugrelated issues.

I have also commenced an advocacy campaign on my twitter handle for legal
aid policy reforms. This will enable indigent drug arrestees to be availed with
the services of a legal practitioner through the Legal Advocacy Response to
Drugs Initiative framework.

Funmilayo Bamigboye is an Abuja based legal practitioner.
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Impact story from a participant at the DPTC training
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The training greatly impacted me. Prior to the training, I always looked at
‘drug addicts’ with disdain. I viewed those enmeshed in drugs as wanting in
morality and virtue. Indeed, I had turned down what would have been “juicy”
briefs because the clients admitted to doing drugs during client interviews. It
just didn’t make sense to me why such potential clients - who by all
standards were well heeled - should ‘choose’ to ruin their lives with drugs.

The training gave me new and very profound insights on drug use, effects,
prevention and care. I now know that even the regular day-to-day tea and
caffeine we drink in varying degrees and quantities all qualify as “drugs”
insofar as they have stimulating effects on the user. It also dawned on me
then that “we are all ‘mad’ but only a few are roaming the streets.” Who am I
therefore to sit in judgment over those who find themselves ‘victims’ of drug
use?

The films we watched were most instructive and drove the message home.
They made deep and profound impact on my perception of drug
dependency. In the documentary regarding the death penalty meted out
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on Van, I felt - in a most profound way - the reality of the weight of capital
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punishment.
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Against my earlier belief that death penalty is a “just punishment” where the
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convict had taken a life, viewing the documentary and seeing its adverse
impact on the victim and his family, I am now convinced that capital
punishment cannot be justified under any circumstance whatsoever.

Dr. (Mrs.) Sussan Oluchi Agu is a Notary Public of Nigeria and trial
attorney based in Lagos.
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Contact Us
Legal Advocacy Response
To Drugs Initiative

c/o UNODC Lagos Project Office,

Chinelo Uchendu
0802 845 4200
Emeka Nwadioke
0813 838 0083

NDLEA Compound,
4 Shaw(Onigbale) Road,
Ikoyi, Lagos,

Email Us
info@lardi.org.ng
chinelo@lardi.org.ng

Nigeria.

This Newsletter is published by

Call to Action

the Legal Advocacy Response
to Drugs Initiative with the

LARDI encourages all members to immediately take steps to

support of EU and UNODC

identify drug arrestees that may need legal assistance.

Please visit prisons, police stations, NDLEA commands and other
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detention centres and make enquiries on this class of detainees.
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When in court, do not hesitate to announce appearance for any
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indigent accused person being produced for a drug related offence.
Our work has started in earnest.
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As you take these steps, please ensure that you file your report to
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our clearing house as appropriate.
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Thank you.
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Chinelo Uchendu
National Coordinator
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